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Character Caricature
Task:  Students will create a caricature of a literary character using magazine or newspaper cutouts to practice reading for details and characterization.

Step by Step Directions:

1. Choose a character from your book club book. 
2. On scratch paper make a long list of details which describe the character.  These details may be stated or implied.  Do not only focus on the  “visual”—attitude, demeanor, and talent are all important to characterization as well.
3. Look through magazines or newspapers to cut out a head, body, artifacts or objects, and words which can be associated with the character.  A variety of size and perspective will help create the caricature effect.  

4. On a piece of cardstock, paste the caricature together—beginning with the body and the head.  

5. Position artifacts around the character.  (Position and size can give “hidden” meanings, just as the author has given “hidden” clues in his text.)  Be sure to have at least three of these.
6. Frame the caricature with appropriate words or phrases which have been cut out.  Include the character’s name under the caricature.
Grading:  (25 points)

5 pts. Appearance: cut neatly, glued completely, “caricature”

15 pts.Content:  objects and words relate to the chosen character

5 pts. Size/Position:  clues given about the character with careful planning
